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A STATEMENT DURING A JOINT P^ESS CONFERENCE WITH PRESIDENT
ROOSEVELT AT ma CITADEL, QUEBEC, CANADA

[September i67 1944.

S HAVE been urging the President for several weeks to let us
-3L have another meeting. Our affairs are so intermingled, our
troops are fighting in the line together, and our plans for the future
are so interwoven that it is not possible to conduct these great affairs
and to fulfil these large, combined plans without frequent meetings
between the principals, between the heads of the Governments, and
also between the high officers on each side. It is nearly nine months
since we were together in Cairo, and I felt that a further Conference
was much overdue.

It is a year since we met here. Well, no one can say that the
Conference last year was simply of an idle and agreeable character.
Out of it came decisions which are now engraved upon the monuments
of history. Out of it came arrangements by which our vast armies
were hurled across the sea, forced their way on shore in the teeth of
the enemy's fire and fortifications, broke up his armed strength, and
liberated, almost as if by enchantment, the dear and beautiful land
of France, so long held under the corroding heel of the Hun.

All this took its being in our meeting last year, and was carried to
a higher and finer point by the subsequent conversations at Teheran,
in which our Russian Ally took part.

This Conference has met under happier auspices than any other we
have had. We cannot but feel that one large part of OUT task is
steadily and surely approaching completion. The completion of that
task leads to other problems of a military and quasi-military character,
which have to be understood in common by the two great Western
powers, in order that the events which will follow the suppression of
all resistance by Germany may seem to wear the same aspect of design
as have the military operations themselves.

But that is not the whole nor even the main part of our work.
We have had to consider the extraordinarily complicated processes
by which, after the downfall and unconditional surrender of the Nazi
power, the enormous forces now gathered in Europe can be applied
in as large a degree as possible, with as much shrewdness as possible,
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